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Suddenly three years have gone by. It's an overused phrase,
but it has  “flown by” .
enced so many things, and made so many memories. The
first impression that I had of Okinawa was “this place is
AMAZING!” , and the more I get to know it the more amaz-
ing I think it is.

There are many things that will leave a lasting impression
on me from Okinawa, but here I would like to list-up my top
3. At No. 3 there is the Naha Marathon. From start to finish
the support is simply awesome. I was really blown away by
the kindness and enthusiasm of the 1000s of people and per-
formers that turn out to cheer, dance, beat drums and sing for
the runners. No. 2 would have to be the Maezato Great Tug
O'War. Preceding the actual tug, there are ceremonial dis-

In these three years I have experi-

plays, mock-battles and real fights, which include a full-on
bare-chested brawl! It oozes authenticity and tradition, and is
areal eye-opener. There is no doubt about No. 1. It is the Oki-
nawan ocean. The first time I looked out over the emerald
green sea it took my breath away. The first time I put on a
snorkel and looked under the waves I was simply blown-
away!

Finally, I don’t have nearly enough space to write a thank
you to everyone who has helped me here in Itoman, but I
thank you all so much from the bottom of my heart for your
kindness and support.
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Itoman City : As seen through the eyes of
its foreign resident population
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