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Coming to Japan from England, one of the most
striking social differences is the amount of set forms,
greetings and ceremonies at almost all events.

In England, aside from major public attractions, such as
international sports competitions or royal weddings and
the like, ceremonies and greetings are usually kept to a
bare minimum. This is in stark contrast to Japan, where
even a four team five-a-side football tournament warrants,
by British standards, lengthy speeches from several so
called VIPs. In addition, there are often detailed self
introductions as well as a similarly drawn-out closing
ceremony, complete with prize giving and more
congratulatory comments.

In Okinawa there is a vibrant social culture of gatherings
and parties at every turn of the calendar, and many of
these will also include some kind of organized greetings
or at least a set “order of play” .

The idea of every individual member of staff at an office
party in the UK standing up to give a five minute speech
is laughable to the average Brit. However, although the
“party
spirit” , at least every participant gets to have their equal
say, so perhaps “fixed” is fairer than “free” ??

Japanese way may seem lacking in improvised
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Dear International Resident of Itoman,

5 5A29B(B) THIB~THAK

It is our pleasure to invite you to an
International Exchange Beach Clean &
Pot-luck Party. We ask that you bring
one dish or drink (preferably a delicacy
of your home country) and, where pos-
sible, think of a game from your coun-
try that we can all play. The party will
be held at the Minamihama Park Man-
made Beach, Itoman on May 29th (Sun)
from 12~4pm. Entry is free. We look
forward to seeing you there. Please do
NOT bring alcohol.

Yours Sincerely,

Bouts 331 Bypass :JI.'s 18] Bl
XIEFDHS, E-FOITIEVELET.
BRERICHIHmALEZ L,

Itoman City Office
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