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Pachinko Power -v- Precious Peace
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I have written in this column before about the striking populari-
ty of peace studies in Okinawa. This prefecture, in particular this
city, is undoubtedly a symbol of understanding for the precious-
ness of peace. However, in Okinawa, it seems that the meaning
of peace is generally regarded only as the continued state of a
warless country. In this sense, both the UK and Japan are current-
ly blessed with peace.

For me, however, peace is not just about a warless status quo,
itis “peace of mind” . In central Itoman this is a strangely rare
commodity. Pachinko parlors now line the streets of the city cen-
ter, changing the face of the town with their neon lights and gar-
ish colors. To enter into one of these smoky racket houses is to
take one’ s head into a mental battlefield, as far from peace as
the cries of war. In the UK, although there are slot machines,
there are no pachinko parlors, so perhaps it is just difficult for me
to truly appreciate pachinko culture?

Itoman is a beautiful, but sometimes forgotten place and, of
course, there is a need for economic development. I just hope
that the current pachinko boom, riding on the wave of machizu-
kuri (

ery country, city and town face similar questions, but here I won-

“town creation” ), does not destroy the city’ s peace. Ev-

der which holds the greater value; the power of pachinko or the

preciousness of peace?
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