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“kids are kids”
world, but having started working in three of Itoman City’ s

Some people might say that all over the
primary schools this term, I beg to differ.

Of course, every child is their own person, so one can’  t gen-
eralize too much, but there are some cultural discrepancies be-
tween the UK and Japan, as there are between every two coun-
tries, that I feel have a large influence on the attitudes,
interactions and behavior of each country’ s kids.

Much is said about the lack of creative thought and individu-
alism in Japan, and about the Japanese cultural tendency to-
wards group orientated behavior. Even after spending years in
Japan, I had often dismissed such claims as stereotypical and
outdated, but now, having started work in primary schools
here, I' m not so sure. For example, for each year that the
kids study within the school system, they seem to become
more grooved to working within their class group; studying,
cleaning, preparing lunch etc. All such tasks are mastered in a
way that I find hard to imagine seeing in an English primary
school. However, when it comes to creating an English sen-
tence, the older the kids are the more reluctant they seem to

“break out of the box”

We are all individuals, but it is clear that as kids we are all

as it were, and have a go.

shaped by our countries’ cultures to fit into the societies that
surround us.
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